SCIENCE FAIR HEADQUARTERS

CRYSTAL-GROWING KIT
Do a crystallography project fllus-
trated with large beautiful crystals
you grow yourself. Kit includes the
book ‘‘Crystals and Crystal Grow-
ing’* and a generous supply of the
chemlicals you need to grow large
display crystals of potassium alumi-
num sulfate cclear), potassium chromiuur sulfate (pur-
ple), potassium sodium tartrate (clear), nickel suifate
hexahydrate (biue-green) or heptahydrate (green), po-
tassium ferricyanide (red), and copper acetate (blue-

green).
Stock No. 70,336Q $9.50 Ppd.

WOODEN SOLID PUZZLES
. 12 Different puzzles that will
: stimulate your ability to think
nd reason. Ilere s a fasci-
nating assortinent of wood puz-
: zles that will provide hours of
i pleasure. Twelve different puz-
zles, animals, and geometric
’ : ; forms to take apart and reas-
) semble, give u chance for all
the family, young and oll, to test skill, patience and,
hest of all, to stimulate ability to think and reason.
Stock No. 70,205Q $3.50 Ppd.

GIANT WEATHER BALLOONS

Create a neighborhood sensation. Great
backyard fun. Exciting beach attrac-
tion. Blow up with vacuum cleaner or
auto air hose. Filled with helium
(avallable locaily) use balloons high in
the sky to attract crowds, advertise
store sales, announce fair openings, N

ete. Amateur meteorologists use halloons to measure
cloud height, wind speed, temperature, pressure, humid-
ity at various heights. Photographers can utilize for low-
cost aerial photos. lleavy duty neoprene.

Stock No. 60,568Q._ -- 8 Diam. $2.00 Ppd.
Stoek No. 60,632Q-_ --16° Diam. $7.00 Ppd.

NEW WORKING MODEL DIGITAL COMPUTER

Actual Miniature Version of
Giant Electronic Brains

Fascinating new see-through model
computer actually solves problems,
teaches computer fundamentals.

Adds, subtracts, multiplies, shifts,
complements, carries, memorizes,

IS

counts, compares, sequences. Attractively colored rigid
plastic parts easily assembled. 12” x 3%" x 4%"”. Incl.
step-by-step assembly diagrams, 32-page instruction
book covering operation, computer language (hinary
svstem) programming, problems and 15 experiments,
Stoek No. 70,683Q $5.98 Ppd.
Detailed Programimming DBooklet For Experiments
Stock No. 95080Q ages $1.00 Ppd.

1T'S HERE—
BIG, NEW DIGICOMP 1!

If you think DIGICOMP I was some-
thing—wait ‘til you use DIGICOMD
II! Loads of fun! Terrific challenge!
Actually works like electronic digital
computer but needs no power, Adds,
subtracts, multiplies, divides, memo-
rizes, 1st mechanical computer w/auto.
switch action. 1st model designed for
programming. Speed reduced by factor of million to 1—
you can see what's happening. Demonstrates new math,
computer techniques.,

Stock No. 70,9460 .- (Intro. price)___.__.. $16.00 Ppd.

FLY 9-FT. HOT AIR BALLOON

9 Ft. tall, Rises to amazing helghts on just
hot air. Supplied with tether attached, so
can be used over and over. Easy to make,
launch, fly. Loads of fun. Great for celebra-
tions, science fairs, plain fun. Will lift
- model gliders, parachutes, instruments, ete,
= % —anything up to % Ib. Approx. 5 ft. diam.
when fully inflated. Kit contains 10 pre-cut red & white
gores (No. 1 model paper), 6 ft. 14-gage wire for bot-
tom ring, top, ‘‘tie-off” cord, complete instructions,

Stock No. 60,691Q-_. $2.00 Pp

““FISH"” WITH A WAR SURPLUS MAGNET

Go Treasure Hunting
on the Bottom

Creat fdea! TFascinating fun and sometimes
tremendously profitable! Tie a line to our
5-1b. Magnet—drop it overboard in bay, lake,
river or ocean. Troll it along the hottom—
vour “‘treasure’’> haul can he outhoard motors,
anchors, fishing tackle, all kinds of metal
valuahles. 5-1b. Magnet iz war surplus—Al-
nico V Type. Govt. cost $£50. Lifts over 150 Ibs. on
land—much greater weights under water.

Stoek No. 70,571Q—S5Ib. Magnet --$12.50 Ppd.
Stoek No. 70,570Q—3'%-1b. size --$ 8.75 Ppd.

Order by Stock No.—Send Check or M.0. Shipment
same day reeeived—Satisfaction or money back.
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LETTERS

to the editor

Right on Target . . .

Sir:

I have been a subscriber of SCIENCE
NEews (Letter) so long that I have for-
gotten when I began. About 1942, 1
would guess. As a result I am a bit pa-
ternal about the magazine.

First, let me say that the recent
changes in the format have been most
gratifying. 1 objected strongly to the
new (now old) cover and my wife, a
professional artist, objected even more.
The new cover—or I guess I should say
the new, new cover—is very attractive.

Second, the division into departments
seems to me preferable to the jumbling
of astronomy, psychiatry, and biology.

Third, the writing seems to me on a
much more professional level. The
“Audubon Society” style to which I
previously objected so strongly, seems
to have vanished. Even the Nature
Notes seem to have lost the “little birds
in their nests greeting spring” tone
which I found pretty hard to take.

Fourth, I am happy to see the end of
the perennial crusade for Interlingua.

Fifth, I like the longer, more *“in
depth” articles interspersed with the
brief summaries. Don’t overdo it, how-
ever, there are plenty of sources for
them—as SCIENCE, NATURE, SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN. The great beauty of SCIENCE
NEews is its brevity.

I also seem to detect less of an ap-
peal to the high school science clubs. I
would be the last to object to them and
the first to encourage. It is a matter of
balance, however. I prefer to see the
magazine as appealing to the profes-
sional scientist interested in keeping in
touch with a wide variety of areas.

I think you are also avoiding another
of my pet peeves, the “Ain’t Science go-
ing to be wonderful . . .” “Dr. X has
a new technique with which he hopes
to cure gonorrhea by telephone . . .” or
something. We all hope to do wonders.

Let’s stick to what scientists have done.

I do not find the letters to the editor

very useful. On the other hand you
aren’t giving them much space.

Dean Fraser, Professor

Department of Microbiology

Indiana University

Bloomington

. .. or Way Off

Sir:

In spite of all the glowing compli-
ments on the new format of your maga-
zine, I don’t like it. It took all summer
before I did more than turn the first few
pages and then regretfully laid it aside.

I tried to analyze what was wrong.
Though I have failed to satisfy myself
on all accounts I think I found some of
the reasons: I miss the small tidbit of
Nature Notes each week; I find the
article titles and the reading which fol-
low are less definitive; that is, they all
run together and I am weary of them
in format, without reading; I rebel
against the issues which are almost en-
tirely devoted to the ‘“new science”
which is hard, cold, efficient and unre-
lated to the tiny threads of life which,
we must be reminded, exist.

These warm littie bits of information
are going to be what help humans un-
derstand themselves and how they fit
into their world or their world will be
a strange new place. You know, the
World War IV will be fought with
stones and clubs. It would be a long
wait if we also had to go back to algae
and fungus to prepare land for us.

I am renewing for one year only to
see if I want the magazine more than
that. Sorry about this.

Margaret Martling
Oak Park, 1.
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